Area inventor earns international praise

By Jonathan E. Coleman 
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In their youth, many young children dream up useful inventions that they believe will one day change the world. Few, however, live to see the day that their dreams come to fruition and their inventions take shape. 

Terry Evans is one of the many who dreamed up an idea, and one of the few who worked to see the idea through to a final product. 

Between his home in Concord, his church in Harrisburg and his job, which has him traveling regularly between Salisbury and Charlotte, Evans spends a great deal of time on the road. 

Over the years, he noticed increasing numbers of cars broken down and posing serious safety risks to other motorists. Often, the only warning was a white rag or towel dangling from the door or window. 

Thousands of accidents with disabled vehicles result in hundreds of deaths each year, Evans said. Many of those accidents happen late in the evening or at night when disabled vehicles are difficult for drivers to spot and avoid. 

After learning about these facts, Evans set out to create a product that would help make these problem vehicles more visible, and help prevent such accidents in the future. 

From that, the “Alert Us” Roadside Assistance Flag was created. 

The product is simple in its design, a white flag that attaches to the car window of a disabled vehicle and alerts oncoming motorists using a three-inch reflective strip. 

“I was beginning to think that nobody would ever have the idea,” he said. “I’d been thinking about it for 10 years.” 

Evans went through the process of getting his idea patented, and began sewing the flags himself and marketing them both to individual consumers and to businesses with fleet vehicles. 

Excited to share his idea with the world, he signed up to take part in the International INPEX Invention Expo in Pittsburg, Pa., which brings together inventors from across the globe to share the latest inventions. 

Of more than 300 inventions at the convention, Evans’ safety flag was honored as the Gold Medal winner in recognition of Innovative Excellence in the Automotive category at the convention. 

“I was in shock,” Evans said of hearing his name called. “I was on auto-pilot just going up to get the award. It didn’t sink in for two days, but it gives credibility to the product.” 

Presently, Evans’ “Alert Us” flag is only available through his Web site, http://www.nexttyme.com, but the first-time inventor is working with local Wal-Mart stores and other vendors to sell his product. He is already a vendor for the North Carolina Department of Transportation. 

Evans has also worked with groups like the Brunswick County Health Department to get his flags in fleet vehicles. His ultimate goal is to have the flags in every car on the road. 

“I want to get people to think proactively rather than reactively,” he said.  

And even if he doesn’t get the flag in every car, Evans knows that he has already succeeded. 

“I’m not this whiz guy. I’m just a plain ol’ Southern boy who saw a dream,” he said. “If I die today, I’ve accomplished something that not a lot of people get to do.” 

In the meantime, Evans said he’s working on several new projects, but they are in too early a stage of development to release more information. 

• Contact Jonathan E. Coleman at 704-789-9105. 
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